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File photo

About 30 Duxbury residents
are descendants of Aldens

ALDEN

Continued from Page 14

1687, at the age of 88 or 89. Priscilla
d‘.led some years before.
."The graves of both are in a corner

section of Duxburys Old Burymg_

Ground..1; o RS TRd B

= John and Pnsql]a ‘had "10 cu; 11,

children. Today, about 30 of the
. Aldens’ "descendants are living in
Duxbury, “according to John Alden
~ - Keyser, current president of the Al-
" den Kindred of America,

To be a member of the organiza-

- tion, a person must document his or
her geneology to show that he or she
)s a descendant of John and Priscilla.

© Keyser. said’ the Alden Kindred's
now. stands at about

Contrary to the snooty image that
Ma)ﬁawer, descendants  may have
- had in the past. the Alden Kindred is
_mostly an “‘informal’ group, princi-

But what about the courtshlp"
Historians have found verifiable
errors in the accounts given by
Longfellow and in an earlier version
published by Timothy Alden in 1814.
If the story did unfold as legend
-has it, former Alden Kindred presi-

d' Ip" h:story. Keyser

dent Daniel N. Pearce of Duxbury

vmakes a strong ~i=¢ {or why Priscilla
Mullins chose Jo! = Alden instead of
Standish.

Several facts lend support to the
notion that St’mti‘ + was looking for
a wife: he had los wife when the
Mayflower was at "r: incetown, he
had a family and needed a woman at
home to take care e hause, cook
his meals and ke care of him,
Pearce points o

“Captain Stan was a very
important man :» the colony,”
Pearce said.

“He was the military leader — a
fearless, skilled soldier.

“Physically, he was short, he had
red hair, he was bandy or bowlegged
and he was abaut 16, or 16 years older
than Priscilla.

“On the other hand
was single, he had a {a
he was tall and was*
aman of most excellent form,' and he
was about 21 or 22, or about a year
older than Priscilla,” Pearce said.

, John Alden
r complexion,
11d to have been

Pearce leaves it 1o the individual to
decide whether that is enough evi-
dence that the = trye. '

“I know wl-.“ I think," he says, a
wry, but satified smile creasing his
face. :




